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ENGLISH USER GUIDE • JOOMLA 6
Installation, configuration and styling - updated for version 1.0.22

Horizontal and vertical navigation • Multi-column submenus • Palettes • Icons • Badges
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1. Introduction
Chilli Smart Menu is a Joomla module for creating flexible, responsive navigation without editing
template files. It supports horizontal and edge-aligned vertical layouts, up to six submenu columns,
item descriptions, Font Awesome icons, menu badges, color palettes, opening effects and a
configurable mobile offcanvas menu.

Before you begin
• Use a working Joomla 6 website with administrator access.
• Prepare the Joomla menu and the module position in the active template.
• Create a recent website backup before installing or updating extensions.

2. Installation
• Open System > Install > Extensions.
• Upload the Chilli Smart Menu package ZIP.
• Open Content > Site Modules, create or edit Chilli Smart Menu, select a menu and publish it.

TIP: After updating, close and reopen the module editor so Joomla reloads the newest configuration form.

3. Module and Menu Assignment
Use the Module tab to select the Joomla menu, base item, start and end levels, and whether
submenu items are included. Use Menu Assignment to choose the pages where the module
appears. Main navigation is normally assigned to all pages.
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4. Layout settings

Option Purpose

Orientation Horizontal, Vertical - left edge, or Vertical - right edge.

Vertical Menu Position Places a vertical menu at Top, Center or Bottom.

Distance from Top / Bottom Sets the edge offset in pixels for Top or Bottom positioning.

Sticky Menu / Offset Keeps a horizontal menu visible while scrolling and compensates for a fixed
header.

Default Submenu Column Width Sets the normal width of each submenu column.

Default Submenu Columns Selects 1 to 6 columns.

Submenu Opening Effect None, Fade, Slide Down or Zoom In.

Space Between Main Links Controls horizontal spacing between top-level links.

TIP: For a vertical menu, the module is placed in the top page layer so the template header does not cover it.
Left-edge submenus open to the right; right-edge submenus open to the left.
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5. Typography and color palettes
The Typography & Colors tab controls the main-menu and submenu fonts, sizes, weights and styles.
It also includes visual palette cards.

Available palettes
• Custom - uses your individually selected colors.
• Chilli, Ocean, Forest, Sunset, Violet and Light - ready-made coordinated color sets.
• Click a palette card to apply it directly.
• Click Edit to copy that palette into the Custom fields and open the Custom tab.

The separate Custom tab contains main-menu text and hover colors, menu backgrounds, submenu
text and backgrounds, mobile text color and offcanvas background. Editing a palette never
permanently changes the built-in preset; it creates editable Custom values.

TIP: Choose a preset first, then click Edit. This is faster and safer than building a complete color combination
from zero.
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6. Individual menu item options
Open Menus, select the required Joomla menu and edit an item. The Chilli Menu Options panel
applies settings only to that item, whether it is in the main menu or a submenu.

Setting How to use it

Device Visibility Show on desktop and mobile, desktop only or mobile only.

Text Below Menu or Submenu Link Adds a short secondary description below the title.

Description size and colors Overrides the module defaults for this item.

Menu or Submenu Font Awesome Icon Choose an icon or enter a class such as fa-solid fa-pencil.

Icon and hover colors Controls the normal and hovered icon colors.

Show Only Icon Hides the visible title while preserving its accessible label.

Submenu Columns Override Overrides the module default with 1 to 6 columns.

Submenu Column Width Override Forces a specific width for this item’s submenu.

TIP: The bundled icon library is loaded by the module when Load Font Awesome is enabled.
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7. Menu and submenu badges
Any main-menu or submenu item can display a compact pill-shaped badge next to its title. Badges
are useful for labels such as New, Sale, Soon or Pro.

Badge option Purpose

Badge Text Short text displayed next to the menu item title.

Badge Background Color Sets the pill background.

Badge Text Color Sets the text color and contrast.

In a submenu, the title stays on the left and the badge is aligned cleanly on the right. If the parent
item does not define Submenu Column Width Override (px), the submenu column automatically
expands when necessary to fit both the title and badge. A manually entered override always
remains primary.

Badge design recommendations
• Keep badge text short - one or two words.
• Use strong text-to-background contrast.
• Reserve bright badges for genuinely important labels.
• Test long translated link names before publishing multilingual menus.
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8. Vertical menus and multi-column
submenus
Vertical menus can be attached to the left or right edge and positioned at the top, center or bottom.
Top and Bottom modes include a pixel offset. The menu is rendered above template headers and
page content.

• Use multiple columns for large groups of links.
• Use item-level column and width overrides only where one submenu differs from the module default.
• Choose Fade for a subtle transition, Slide Down for movement, Zoom In for emphasis, or None for

immediate opening.
• Check that the expanded submenu remains inside the viewport at common desktop widths.

TIP: A six-column submenu may require smaller column widths or shorter labels on laptop screens.
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9. Mobile Menu settings

• Mobile Breakpoint defines when desktop navigation becomes an offcanvas menu. 992 px is a useful
starting point.

• Set mobile font size independently from desktop typography.
• Choose whether the panel opens from the left or right.
• Mobile text and offcanvas colors are available in the Custom tab.
• Use Toggle Accessible Label for a clear name such as Menu or Open menu.

10. Recommended workflow
• Confirm menu selection, publishing, position and page assignment.
• Choose orientation, submenu columns, width and opening effect.
• Apply typography and a palette; use Edit when custom colors are needed.
• Add descriptions, icons, badges and per-item overrides.
• Test hover, keyboard focus, vertical placement and the mobile breakpoint.
• Clear Joomla and browser cache after an extension update.
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11. Troubleshooting
The module does not appear
Confirm Status, Position, Access, Language and Menu Assignment. Verify that the active template
renders the selected module position.

New settings are missing after an update
Close the module editor, clear Joomla administrator cache if necessary, and reopen the module.
Confirm that the installed package version is current.

Submenu columns still appear as one
Check the module default and the parent item’s Submenu Columns Override. The item-level setting
is primary.

A Font Awesome icon is missing
Confirm the class name and enable Load Font Awesome. Classes such as fa-solid fa-pencil are
supported.

A badge or label feels cramped
Remove the width override to allow automatic expansion, shorten the badge, or increase the
manual column width.

The vertical menu appears behind a header
Clear cached CSS and JavaScript after updating. Version 1.0.18 and later moves vertical navigation
to the page’s top display layer.

The mobile menu does not open
Check for JavaScript errors or duplicate module instances, then clear Joomla and browser cache.

TIP: Test in a private browser window when old cached files may be masking recent changes.
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12. Final result

After configuration, Chilli Smart Menu provides polished desktop and mobile navigation, flexible
multi-column submenus, edge-aligned vertical menus, coordinated palettes, item descriptions, icons
and badges - all managed through Joomla’s administrator interface.

TIP: Keep the menu simple: use advanced features only where they improve navigation and help visitors
understand available content.


